
    REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

NOVEMBER 18, 2013 

6:30 P.M. 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE DUMAS 

COMMISSION CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7TH STREET OF 

SAID CITY: 

 

Members Present:                Mayor Pat L. Sims 

      Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 

                   Commissioner Michael L. Funk 

      Commissioner Vernon McDowell 

       Commissioner Steve Bodnar   

       City Manager Vince DiPiazza 

                             City Attorney Tom Moore 

 

Others Present:  Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Crockett, Jim Nelson, Arbie Taylor, Meredith 

Laurent, Mike Running, Paul J. Jenkins, Justin Willis, Trapper Green, Reece Spencer, 

Manny Pena, Jr. and Greg Willis.  

 

 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, seconded by Commissioner McDowell, and 

passed unanimously to approve the November 4, 2013 Regular City Commission meeting 

minutes and paying the bills.  

 

 Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 

    

 Trapper Green, 418 Bruce, asked the Commission to consider allowing citizens to raise 

chickens within the city limits.  Mr. Green presented steps to fill out an application, other city 

ordinances, and the city of Dumas ordinance, which does not allow poultry inside the city limits. 

The Commission commended Mr. Green on the research he presented. The Commission 

suggested Mr. Green contact FFA, 4-H and the Moore County Ag Extension office. The 

Commission did not want to change the city ordinance at this time. There was no action taken. 

 

 Justin Willis presented a final plat for the JMAC Addition. Mr. Willis said the tests were 

completed and the results were given to public works.  Public Works Director Arbie Taylor said 

that the tests were approved and the addition did meet the city’s criteria. A motion was made by 

Commissioner Funk, seconded by Mayor Sims, and passed unanimously to approve the final plat 

for JMAC Addition, Unit No. 1 for Willis Construction.  

 

 Finance Director Dottie Crockett presented a resolution that provides a letter of credit for 

Municipal Gas Corporation. Ms. Crockett said last year the city provided a $400,000 letter of 

credit. Municipal Gas Corporation is now asking for two months peak exposure, which is a 

$955,000 letter of credit. A motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, seconded by 

Commissioner Bodnar, and passed unanimously to approve Resolution No. 13-16 authorizing the 

application of a loan from Happy State Bank for an increase in a letter of credit from $400,000 to 

$955,000 for Municipal Gas Corporation. 

 



 Dumas Economic Development Corporation (DEDC) Director Mike Running, presented 

a resolution. Mr. Running said Single Phase Power Solutions is seeking a $25,000 job creation 

incentive. The incentive agreement shall be for five years. A motion was made by Commissioner 

Funk, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, and passed unanimously to approve Resolution No. 

13-17, Single Phase Power Solutions incentive for $25,000 for DEDC. 

 

 Mr. Running presented a resolution for reinvestment zone tax abatement registry. Mr. 

Running said the resolution states that the city intends to consider establishing a tax abatement 

reinvestment zone. Mr. Running said local governments often use tax abatement to attract new 

industry and commercial enterprises, encourage new investment, retention and development of 

existing businesses. A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Mayor Sims, 

and passed unanimously to approve Resolution No. 13-18 for reinvestment zone tax abatement 

registry for DEDC.               

 

 Mr. Running discussed the Texas Downtown Association. The board would consist of 

downtown store owners and a consultant could be hired to provide vision for the downtown area,  

such as new sidewalks. The Commission agreed. 

 

 Commissioner Bodnar said at budget they discussed raising the rent to $1,500 at the golf 

course restaurant. Commissioner Bodnar suggested the Commission consider soliciting proposals 

to lease the restaurant. Commissioner Bodnar and Commissioner Funk have been contacted by 

citizens wanting to possibly submit a proposal. Commissioner Bodnar also recommends the lease 

agreement state TABC requirements. City Attorney Tom Moore said the agreement can be 

terminated by the city, without a notice, if there is continuous or repeated failure to pay the rent 

on time. City Manager Vince DiPiazza said Mr. Moore drew up a new contract, but it was never 

implemented. The new contract does state that the lease is $1,500 per month and he will add a 

general liability insurance clause.  Mr. Moore will check on TABC requirements. Mr. Moore said 

if there weren’t any proposals received, the current tenant has the right to sign or not sign the new 

agreement.  A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner Funk, and 

passed unanimously to solicit proposals for the golf course restaurant, with amending the current 

contract by adding general liability insurance with the loss payable clause being the City of 

Dumas and include TABC requirements, if any.     

 

 IT Director Manny Pena told the Commission he budgeted $45,000 for a server to 

upgrade for city hall computers and the cost will be under budget at $39,276.86. Mr. Pena said 

the servers will work with a fail over system and users will not see any down time. Mr. Pena said 

the current servers are 2003 and they are running out of space but there shouldn’t be another 

upgrade for approximately five years. A motion was made by Commissioner Bodnar, seconded 

by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, and passed unanimously to approve the purchase of a server to 

upgrade city hall computers for $39,276.86. 

 

 Police Chief Jim Nelson asked the Commission to consider allowing the purchase of a 

speed and mapping laser. Chief Nelson said this equipment would accurately measure and record, 

crash and crime scenes to scale that will assist the investigating officers with their testimony in 

court. This equipment will also eliminate the manpower of the old method, thus freeing up 

personnel to handle other calls. The amount budgeted was $6,435 and the cost will be $5,980. A 

motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Bonner, seconded by Mayor Sims, and passed unanimously 

to approve the purchase of a speed and mapping laser for $5,980 for the police department.   

 

 Public Works Director Arbie Taylor presented a change order pertaining to the 

wastewater treatment plant. The change order was for an additional $77,404.85. Some additional 



items are the scum box for $44,184.93 and fencing for $22,246. A motion was made by 

Commissioner Bodnar, seconded by Commissioner McDowell, and passed unanimously to 

approve Change Order No. 4 for $77,404.85 to BRB Contractors for the wastewater treatment 

plant project. 

  

Mayor Sims opened the Work Session.  

 

Public Works Director Arbie Taylor presented an update on the following projects: The 

wastewater treatment project is complete. The final pay request is being processed and the city is 

waiting for record drawings. A few minor items are being addressed.  The well field project is 

complete. The city is waiting on record drawings.  The landfill cell No. 2 project began two 

weeks ago and the project is on schedule. The work on the 14th lift station plans and specifications 

have been completed and Mr. Taylor said he is waiting for the go-ahead to put the project out for 

bids. The necessary easements have been staked and the city has the written documents. The 

CDBG crews have completed the installation of the inert-a-valves and will be replacing a two-

inch valve that is causing problems at a tie-in location. Services are being installed along 

Meredith from 9th to 14th.  Bacteriological testing is underway on Binkley.  Mr. Taylor has asked 

the engineers to begin patching, which will begin the week of November 25th.  Mr. Taylor said 

there would be a level-up change order at the end of the project showing credits and overages 

totaling approximately $10,000.  Completion date for the project is December 20th.    

 

Meeting adjourned.                     

                                                                                      _____________________________                                                 

                                                                                      Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST:   

        

                                                   

_________________________ 

Vince DiPiazza, City Manager 


